
   The 2021 EHS Graduation Ceremony will be held  Sunday, May 30th at 2:00 at the high school gym. 
The 2021 EHS Valedictorian is Thomas Tiegs, son of James and Jessica Tiegs.  The 2021 EHS Saluta-
torian is Joshua Olson, son of Paul and Deanne Olson.

Thomas Tiegs - EHS Valedictorian
Joshua Olson - EHS Salutatorian

Memorial Day Services - Monday, May 31st
See Details on page 14

Green Iron Equipment Celebrates 
20 Years of Business and Donates to 

Ellendale High School

--Submitted Article
Farm communities have always needed implement 

dealers and repair services close by. Two decades ago, 
it looked like Ellendale might lose an important one. 
But several area farmers saw it as a chance to start 
anew. 

The opportunity came after a previous owner shut 
off the lights and closed the doors of a pre-existing 
dealership. Rod Larson and other local farmers knew 
the importance of getting the proper service for their 
equipment when it was needed. They also wanted to 
provide more opportunity and become a part of greater 
communities; thus, they joined forces and resurrected 
what is now known as Green Iron Equipment. 

When Green Iron Equipment began in April of 
2000, it had only two locations, one in LaMoure and 
one in Ellendale. Since then it has grown to a total of 
six branches serving a broad area of Southeast North 
Dakota and Northeast South Dakota. Now with stores 
in Ashley, Ellendale, LaMoure, Milnor, Napoleon, and 
Britton, SD, it is a regionally significant agricultural 
enterprise. It is also one of the area’s major employers: 
starting with just four employees it now provides good 
jobs for over 100 workers. 

Green Iron offers a full line of new and used, 
agricultural equipment, primarily John Deere but 
not limited to that brand only. Its stores have highly 
knowledgeable Sales, Parts, Service, and Integrated 
Solutions Departments. The stores also carry the latest 
in skid steers, lawn mowers, snowblowers, and other 
consumer products. 

“Choosing John Deere was easy,” said Larson. In 
my books, they were #1 in the year 2000, and they 
still are today.” Larson also said he “enjoys being a 
part of the Green Iron team. Hearing from a satisfied 
customer is a reflection on the services our employees 
are providing. To them I say, keep up the good work! 
And thank you to our loyal customers for helping us 
keep the lights on for 20 years.” 

 In March, Green Iron entered the last week of 
its 20 years of business, and celebrated accordingly. 
Each day had a different theme. Monday was “Kids’ 
Coloring Creations” where kids colored a picture from 
their website in exchange for a mini toy tractor. Each 
store put the kids’ beautiful artwork on display in the 
showrooms for the entire week. Some stores still have 
them on display today! 

On Tuesday and Thursday, they gave away multiple 
items, such as blankets, hats, coffee mugs, coolers, tee 
shirts and water bottles. Wednesday’s theme was “Buy 
a Tool, Give a Tool” where they pledged to match any 
tools purchased that day and donate them to a high 
school ag/shop class of the customers’ choice – nine 
schools received donations on behalf of generous cus-
tomers! On Friday, they had a grand prize drawing. 
One lucky winner at each store location received a 
John Deere grill with stand! 

 Overall, it was a very memorable week! Green 
Iron Equipment would like to thank all who made it a 
success and hopes to continue to serve customers and 
communities for many years to come!

Practical prizes were awarded at Ellendale's Green Iron store to help celebrate.  Left to right is Ellendale High 
School shop teacher, Mr. Vance; Ellendale Service Manager, Tyler Medley; students from the sophomore carpentry 
class are Shelby Miller, Boston Hagen, Michael Sigafoos, and Brett Hahne. Ellendale Parts Manager, Andy Olson, 
got in on the fun as did Green Iron's Aftermarket Manager, Dustin Palmer. Congratulations to Green Iron, and to all 
the participants!

Colton and Brayden Stanley (top left) showed off their coloring creations. Colton and Brayden are sons of Andrew 
Stanley and nephews of parts counter salesperson Jamie Stanley. SaRaya Anderson (top right) showed off her color-
ing creation. SaRaya is the daughter of Dana and Kayenne Anderson and niece of parts counter salesperson amie 
Stanley.  Prize table (lower left) displayed a few of the goodies won by Green Iron fans.  Steve Peterson (lower right) 
was pleased to win the Ellendale store's grand prize, a genuine John Deere grill.  

Joshua OlsonThomas Tiegs

Starion Donated $5,000 to 
"bring light and life project"

    Starion Bank donated $5,000 to the "Bring Light to Life" project at Evergreen Place/ Assisted Living. Pictured 
above Aaron Tschosik from Station Bank (left) presented the check to Alicia Glynn from Evergreen Place (right) 
(submitted photo)

1889 Valedictorian Set a High Standard
by Ken Smith
As members of the class of 2021 receive their various honors at this year’s graduation ceremony, they 

will become part of a long tradition that goes back at least 133 years.  In 1888, six years after the town was 
founded, the Ellendale public school graduated its first recorded seniors.  Unfortunately, newspaper coverage 
of the 1888 commencement was minimal.  But the following year, when seven graduates were honored, the 
paper made up for the previous year's lack by providing lots of details about the ceremony. The Leader also 
printed major parts of each graduate’s commencement speech.

The 1889 valedictorian was not only recognized as outstanding in his youth; he would go on to have an 
outsized influence. His name was Benjamin Richard Crabtree. "B.R. Crabtree" as he was known, would becoe 
one of the area's most important businessmen.  And his descendants would go on to also have a big impact 
here and elsewhere.  

B.R. Crabtree was 15 when his family migrated from Wisconsin to a farm northwest of Ellendale.  Young 
Benjamin worked on area farms until he was 19, then enrolled at the Ellendale High School. 

The Ellendale High School at that time consisted of small group of students and one teacher, the highly 
qualified Professor John Kelley. High schoolers took their lessons and recitations in the same building as all the 
younger students. It was a busy atmosphere, with a constant bustle of kids in primary school up to the 8th grade 
close by. Always a hard worker, B.R. earned his keep by serving as the school janitor. In only two years he com-
pleted a full high school program and, like most of his classmates, qualified as a rural school teacher.  

(continued on page 14)

Vol. 137, Issue 22 • Ellendale, ND 58436 • Phone: 701-349-3222 • Email: dcleader@drtel.net • $1.00 per issue • May 27, 2021

DICKEY COUNTY

The Official Newspaper of Dickey CountyThe Official Newspaper of Dickey County
LEADER


